
Commentary on 2 Timothy Chapter 3 by Chuck Smith  8.11.24                                 

And teaching on Baptism 

 

Page 1 of 12 
 

Pastor John Donovan, cell phone 508-380-0471 

Pastor Terry Gerlarneau, cell phone 603-455-4399 

Web site todbc.org      email us at opendoorbiblechurch@todbc.org 

May memory verse Romans 6:8 (NKJV)  

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

June memory verse Romans 6:9 (NKJV)  

knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer 

has dominion over Him. 

July memory verse Romans 6:10 (NKJV)  

For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives 

to God. 

August memory verse Romans 6:11 (NKJV)  

Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 
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This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come (2Ti 3:1).  

It is interesting that the Scriptures in many places speak of the last days and in every 

case where the Scriptures speak of the last days, you find that it is an apt description of 

the day and the age in which we live. And so Paul is warning Timothy of certain things 

that will be transpiring in the last days. And as we go down the list, it's like reading the 

afternoon newspaper. "Perilous times shall come." The cause of the perilous times are 

found in the things that people will be doing, and at the top of the list,  

Men will be lovers of their own selves (2Ti 3:2).  

Have you ever seen an age when people were more conscious of their own selves? 

Everything today is, you know, for the body beautiful. The emphasis of so many people 

is just on being beautiful, lovers of themselves. Narcissism is at an all-time peak, but 

with lovers of yourself comes,  

covetousness (2Ti 3:2),  

That desire for more. For after all, I'm worth it. You know, I mean, talk about lovers of 

selves, look at the advertising. Oh I know it costs more but...  

Boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy (2Ti 3:2),  

Without natural affection (2Ti 3:3),  
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As I read the things that are happening in our modern-cultured Orange County, as I 

read the reports from the social department on the child abuse, I just shake my head in 

disbelief because a person could not possibly do these things unless they were without 

natural affection. There is just a certain natural love that would keep people from doing 

a lot of the things they are doing today. All you can say is that they are "without natural 

affection".  

God has put in our heart a certain natural love as a parent for a child. There is 

instinctively, I think, within persons that love of a parent for a child or an adult for the 

child because we realize the helplessness of a child, the dependency that they have. 

And for a person to take advantage of a child is unthinkable. And yet, it is becoming in 

this hedonistic society commonplace, all too commonplace, tragically commonplace.  

Trucebreakers (2Ti 3:3),  

How many people who have stood before God and have pledged for better, for worse, 

for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death do us 

part; and yet again, the high divorce rate. "Trucebreakers". You've made a covenant and 

there are so many broken covenants. Some of you here are victims of broken 

covenants. Some of you are separated not by your own desire or wish, but because 

someone was a trucebreaker. They did not keep the covenant that they made. Again, it 

is startling. How appropriate that "trucebreakers" is for this day.  

false accusers, incontinent (2Ti 3:3),  

That is, without any sexual restraints. Boy, I'll tell you, I don't know. Living here almost in 

a Sodom-Gomorrah atmosphere and environment.  

fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, [and then] lovers of 

pleasure more than lovers of God (2Ti 3:3-4);  

 There is nothing wrong with having pleasure. I believe that God intended you to have 

pleasure, but when it comes before God, it means that it has become your God and it 

makes a very poor God to worship or serve. Good to have pleasure but don't make it 

your God. They love pleasure more than they love God; that's the indictment. It has 

become their God and thus, they are guilty as those in the Old Testament who were 

worshipping Molech who was the god of pleasure. "Lovers of pleasure more than lovers 

of God."  

Having a form of godliness (2Ti 3:5),  

They still, you know, pay their respects.  

but they deny the power thereof: [Paul said to Timothy] from such turn away. For of this 

sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, and 

led away with divers lusts, ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 

the truth (2Ti 3:5-7).  
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So the Greek word that is used here to describe these that are going around, leading 

captive the silly women, is the same Greek word that was used to describe quackery, 

and that's probably they're quacks, Paul is saying. The kind of guys that went around 

selling snake oil or cure-alls, deceiving, defrauding people.  

Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: they 

are men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith (2Ti 3:8).  

Now when Moses appeared before Pharaoh and he threw down his rod and it turned 

into a snake, you'll remember that Pharaoh's magicians threw down their rods and they 

also became snakes, but Moses' snake swallowed theirs. Jannes and Jambres were the 

names of the two magicians that withstood Moses. Now this is not given to us in the 

Scriptures but there are other, books, in which these two fellows are named. And that is, 

it doesn't tell us in the Scripture in Exodus that that was their names but Paul gives us 

their names here, Jannes and Jambres who withstood the truth. And they were able to 

imitate the workings of God up to a point and then they came to the place where they 

were backed down by Moses, but "men of corrupt minds, they are reprobate concerning 

the faith."  

The Lord said it's "what comes out of the mouth of a man, that defiles a man" (Matthew 

15:11). For "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks" (Matthew 12:34). 

When a man's language becomes filthy, obscene and crude, it shows that there's 

something wrong with him. "Reprobate concerning the faith."  

But [Paul said] they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all 

men, as [Jannes and Jambres] also were (2Ti 3:9).  

In other words, you may go along for a while, but ultimately it's going to catch up with 

you. You may be able to deceive people for a while, but ultimately, it's going to catch up, 

even as it did with Jannes. And there came that place where, hey, Moses performed a 

miracle of God and they backed away. They said, Wait a minute, this is the hand of 

God, we can't, we can't touch this. And so there comes that point where they will 

proceed no further: "their folly becomes manifest to all men", as Jannes and Jambres 

also was.  

But thou hast fully known (2Ti 3:10)  

Now in contrast to this, boy, and what a contrast the Christian is to the world around 

him, and more and more, you know, more and more your lifestyle is different from the 

world. More and more the Christian is a marked person because the more corrupt the 

world becomes, the more the Christian stands out. The more the person who lives godly 

and righteous in Christ stands out. And so Paul said to Timothy, "You have fully known"  

my doctrine, and my manner of life, my purpose, my faith, my longsuffering, my love, 

and my patience, [you know the] persecutions, and the afflictions, which came unto me 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2ti/3/8/s_1128008
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mat/15/11/s_944011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mat/15/11/s_944011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mat/12/34/s_941034
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2ti/3/9/s_1128009
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2ti/3/10/s_1128010


Commentary on 2 Timothy Chapter 3 by Chuck Smith  8.11.24                                 

And teaching on Baptism 

 

Page 4 of 12 
 

at Antioch, and Iconium, and Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the 

Lord delivered me (2Ti 3:10-11).  

Timothy was from Lystra. Paul met him on his first missionary journey. At that time 

Timothy was just a very young boy, probably in his mid-teens and yet he was attracted 

to Paul the apostle because of the message that Paul bore. Timothy had been schooled 

in the Scriptures from his early youth by his mother and grandmother, and so as Paul 

began to, with the Scriptures, prove that Jesus was the Messiah, with Timothy's 

background, he could see the truth of it. And he embraced Christianity, but he was 

probably standing there in Lystra when the people in the city stoned Paul until they 

thought he was dead and dragged him out of the city. And he was probably in the 

company of those that were standing around, sort of crying, as they saw Paul's limp 

body on the ground. And suddenly, of course, their tears were changed because Paul 

began to breathe and move and he stood up and he said, Let's go back in and preach 

some more.  

Paul said, you know, what kind of a life I've lived. You know the persecutions that I 

experienced, but the Lord delivered me out of them all. "Many are the afflictions of the 

righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all" (Psalm 34:19). Paul's life 

contrasted with the world. Christian life is a life of purpose. The world just exists, no real 

goal, no real meaning; you're just existing. Paul's life: one of faith. Paul's life: one of 

longsuffering, one of love and one of patience  

Now you'd think that the world would treat a person like that very cordially. It is 

interesting, when Jesus in the Sermon on the mount described the Christian in the 

Beatitudes, after having described the traits of the Christian in the Beatitudes; you'd say, 

My, a man like that who is a peacemaker, who is merciful, who is hungering and thirsting 

after righteousness, who is meek, who is poor in spirit, surely you know the world would 

respect such a man. But after giving the characteristics and traits of the godly man, 

Jesus then in the final Beatitudes said, "Blessed are ye, when men shall persecute you, 

and revile you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake" (Matthew 

5:11).  

The world really doesn't admire true Christian traits. Why? Because the true child of 

God brings the worldly person under conviction. They just are irritated by your love and 

by your patience and by your goodness because they feel guilty. Look what they did to 

Jesus, and Jesus said, "If they persecuted me, they're going to persecute you" (John 

15:20). Don't expect the world to admire your godly stance. Don't expect the world to 

applaud when you speak out against evil. They'll say, Crucify him, rather than applaud.  

And so Paul, you know, how I've lived; my faith, my longsuffering, my love, my patience, 

and the persecutions and afflictions that came to me.  

Yea (2Ti 3:12),  
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One of my most unfavorite promises in the Bible.  

and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (2Ti 3:12).  

Quite a promise, isn't it? I've never found that in one of those little Bible promise books. 

That's not the kind of promises we really enjoy, is it? "My God shall supply all of your 

needs" (Philippians 4:19). Oh, yeah, I like that one. "They that live godly in Christ Jesus 

shall suffer persecution." You're in an alien world. You're a stranger. You're a pilgrim. 

This world is in rebellion against God. And if you align your life with God, you're going to 

find yourself out of alignment with the world and persecution will come.  

"Beloved, consider it not strange concerning the fiery trials which are to try you, as 

though some strange thing has happened to you" (1 Peter 4:12). So don't expect the 

world to speak well of you or to applaud you for your living a godly life and taking a 

righteous stand.  

But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived 

(2Ti 3:13).  

In other words, it's not going to get better for awhile. It's going to get worse before it gets 

better. It will be getting better a little further down the road, but evil days are going to 

wax worse and worse, until the Lord takes His church out and then God judges the 

world for its unrighteousness and ungodliness. And then Jesus will come and establish 

God's righteous kingdom, but by then, those that will remain will be saying, Oh, God 

help us. "Blessed is he who will come in the name of the Lord" (Psalm 118:26). I mean, 

people will have had it with the unrighteousness of the world.  

But continue thou in the things which you have learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the 

holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through the faith which 

is in Christ Jesus (2Ti 3:14-15).  

Now it is interesting that as Paul is referring to the Scriptures here, he is, of course, 

referring to the Old Testament Scriptures. The New Testament had not yet been 

canonized. So he's referring to the Old Testament Scriptures, those which Timothy knew 

from the child and he called them the "holy scriptures," which they are, "and they are 

able to make you wise unto salvation through the faith which is in Christ Jesus." In other 

words, there is within the Old Testament so much concerning Jesus Christ that through 

the understanding and the study of the Old Testament you should logically be led to 

Jesus Christ.  

Jesus said, "You do search the scriptures: because in them you think you have life; but 

actually, they are testifying of me" (John 5:39). Again he said, "Lo, I have come (in the 

volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7). The 

volume of the book, the Old Testament, it's all about Jesus Christ. The whole concept of 

redemption is wrapped up in the Old Testament. The promise of the Messiah, the details 
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of the Messiah, they are all there. And Paul said, You've known the Holy Scriptures, able 

to bring you to a faith in Jesus Christ, salvation through the faith in Jesus Christ.  

For all scripture is given by inspiration of God (2Ti 3:16),  

Not as some would lead you to believe, some scriptures are given by inspiration of God. 

And as we pointed out, the danger always of saying some scriptures, not all scriptures, 

is the loss of authority. And when you lose authority you have anarchy. Every man going 

his own way. Every man doing his own thing or every man believing as he wants. You 

have no authority.  

So if I tell you that some scriptures are not really inspired of God, then I become the 

authority, not the Bible anymore, because you can't just read the whole Bible and trust it 

because not all of it is inspired. So I become the authority if I make such an affirmation 

to you. And I will tell you what scriptures are inspired and which ones aren't. Now you 

get out your, you know, your green and blue pens and for the inspired ones, we'll 

underline those with blue and we'll use red, maybe, to underline those that are not 

inspired, you know and, and so here I am, I'm the authority.  

Well, the next liberal comes along and he says, Well, no, no, no, he was wrong on that 

one. He said that one isn't inspired; obviously inspired. He was wrong on that you know. 

Get out your pen and take out the red, put the blue one. Well soon your Bible will be so 

messed up you wouldn't be able to read it. And why read them anyhow if they're not 

inspired? "All scripture is given by inspiration of God."  

Don't start messing with it. Don't start trying to cut out certain stories because they don't 

fit your scheme because you have a hard time sort of believing that. Story of Jonah has 

provoked a lot of problems for people, only because of their concept of God. If you can 

read and buy the first verse of the Bible, you should have no problem with the rest of the 

Bible. If your God is big enough to create the heavens and the earth, no problem, but 

you see, we stumble on the very first verse. And that's what creates the problem all the 

way through. Our God is much too small. "And God prepared a great fish and it 

swallowed Jonah" (Jonah 1:17). Do you have a hard time with that?  

And man has prepared a great fish and they powered it with atomic engines. And a 

hundred and fifty men can board it and they can submerge and go under the North Pole 

under the arctic ice. And come up a hundred days later and be deposited at a port. Do 

you have a hard time accepting that man can build a great fish that can swallow men 

and keep them under water for several days and deposit them later at a port?  

Hey, hey, wait a minute then. How big is your God? Man can do it but not God. Would 

you find it easier if it, if the account said, And a submarine surfaced and the captain got 

out on deck and, you know, they hauled Jonah in and they submerged again and 

headed towards Joppa and let him off the port. But you see, if you start whacking away 
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at the story of Jonah, and say, oh, I can't really buy that. Wow, watch out now because 

Jesus bought it.  

Noah, the earth was really flooded? Noah escaped? Jesus said, "As it was in the days 

of Noah, so shall it be at the coming of the Son of man" (Luke 17:26). Confirmed that 

Noah was a real person and it was a real event. So you have to be careful when you 

start chipping it away at one side because the whole thing will come down on you. "All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God."  

Now when you have difficulty in your understanding of a scripture, rather than setting 

that aside and saying, Well, God really didn't say that; just say, hey, I really don't 

understand that yet. I have many scriptures that I don't understand yet. I've got a file up 

here that says, Wait for further information. And I filed many scriptures in that file. Now 

I'm not about to say God was wrong. I'm just saying, Hey, I am stupid and I lack an 

understanding. God is right. I don't know exactly yet what He said but when I find out I 

know He's going to be right. For "all scripture is given by inspiration of God."  

and [as such they are] profitable (2Ti 3:16)  

And how profitable is the word of God to us today! What a blessing. They're profitable.  

for doctrine (2Ti 3:16),  

What am I to believe about God? What am I to believe about man? What am I to believe 

about sin? What am I to believe about angels or the future? Or life, or death, or life after 

death? The scriptures are profitable to establish the foundation of my beliefs. They're 

profitable for doctrine. I can base my beliefs upon what God has said because it is 

indeed God's word.  

I have great difficulty with these people who develop doctrines that are contrary to what 

Jesus said, as though they understand more than Jesus about what's happening in the 

future. The Jehovah Witnesses seeking to develop their doctrine concerning hell and 

that it is a place of oblivion, no consciousness, no awareness. And they use the book of 

Job as their proof text. When Job was talking to his friends and they were talking to him 

about the future, and Job said, Oh, I wish I were dead. It would all be over, where, you 

know, the miseries would all be gone.  

What's the first thing God said to Job? When God came on the scene and entered the 

conversation with his friends? He said, Who is this? Who is talking all these words 

without knowledge? Job, tell me, have you been beyond the gates of death, do you 

know what it's about? Well, Jesus has and He told us what to, what it's about in Luke, 

the sixteenth chapter. Now are you going to, you know, take the word of Jesus? Or are 

you going to develop a doctrine that is diametrically opposed to what Jesus said? The 

word of God is the foundation for doctrine. What I believe, I believe because God has 

said it. And my full doctrinal concepts are premised upon the scriptures. God said it.  
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They are profitable  

for reproof, for correction (2Ti 3:16),  

And how often the word of God has brought correction to my course of life. Easy it 

seems to get sort of distracted and off course. And the word of God comes and it brings 

a balance, it brings a correction, it brings a correct perspective.  

It's profitable for instruction in righteousness (2Ti 3:16):  

And righteousness is just actually the act of being right or doing right or living right. It's 

instructing you on the right kind of life. This is the right thing to do. It's instructing us in 

righteousness.  

That the man of God may be perfect (2Ti 3:17),  

And the word perfect of course is always that of completeness. God wants you to be 

complete. The Greek word literally is fully matured or of full age, fully matured, that the 

man of God might be fully matured.  

thoroughly furnished unto all good works (2Ti 3:17).  

In other words, the word of God is that which thoroughly prepares me for any work that 

God might have for me to do. Now many people have a legitimate and proper desire to 

be used of God. Oh God, I want you to use my life. Good. That's proper and you should 

have that desire. But God prepares the instruments through which He works and the 

most important preparation is through the Word of God. That is where you become 

thoroughly equipped to do the work that God has designed and ordained for you. So if 

you want God to use your life, then thoroughly equip yourself in the Word of God, the 

study, the understanding.  

That's why we're here tonight. Just to go line upon line, precept upon precept, plodding 

right straight through the word of God. The whole idea is that of thoroughly fitting you as 

an instrument that God can use. And you will find as God's word becomes a very part of 

your life and you begin to be guided by the word of God, that God will begin to use you 

in very exciting ways. But we, so often, make the mistake of going out ill-equipped or 

running without a message. So God's word, scripture given for inspiration, by the 

inspiration of God and is profitable.  
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New Testament Baptism – Open Door Bible Church  

At Open Door Bible Church we practice Believer's Baptism. We believe that 
baptism is a vital step of obedience in the believer’s life, yet only an 
outward acknowledgment or testimony of the salvation experience already 
accomplished. Baptism itself has no power to cleanse or save from sin 
since God alone is responsible for salvation.  

In the New Testament, the significance of baptism is clearly seen. John the 
Baptist was sent by God to spread the news of the coming Messiah, Jesus 
Christ. John was directed by God to baptize those who repented. 

John's baptism was called “a baptism of repentance from sin.” (Mark 1:4). 
John's baptism anticipated Christian baptism. Those baptized by John 
acknowledged their sins and repented.   

Jesus Christ submitted to baptism as an example for believers to follow.  

Baptism is significant in that it represents the forgiveness and cleansing 
from sin that comes through faith in Jesus Christ. Baptism publicly 
acknowledges one's confession of faith and belief in the Gospel message. 
It also symbolizes the sinner's entrance into the community of believers 
(the church).  

Purpose of Baptism  

Identification  

Water baptism identifies the believer with the Godhead: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit:  

Matthew 28:19 (NKJV)  
19  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

Water Baptism identifies the believer with Christ in His death, burial, and 
resurrection:  
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Colossians 2:12 (NKJV)  
12  buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 

Act of Obedience  

Water Baptism is an act of obedience for the believer. It should be 
preceded by repentance, which simply means “change.” That change is the 
turning from our sin and selfishness to serve the Lord. It means placing our 
pride, our past, and all of our possessions before the Lord. It means giving 
the control of our lives over to Him. It is for people who have been born 
again John 3:3 (NKJV) Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I 
say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."                                 

Acts 2:38-41 (NKJV)  
38  Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for (because of) the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
39  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, 
as many as the Lord our God will call."  
40  And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be 
saved from this perverse generation."  
41  Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day 
about three thousand souls were added to them (the local church).  
 

Public Testimony                                                                                            
Water Baptism is a public testimony or the outward confession of the 
experience that has occurred inwardly in a believer’s life. In baptism, we 
stand before witnesses confessing our identification with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Spiritual Symbolism                                                                                                 
Water Baptism doesn't save a person. Instead, it symbolizes the salvation 
that has already happened. It is a picture representing the profound 
spiritual truths of death, burial, and resurrection.  

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/obedience-to-god-701962
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Death                                                                                                                     
Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)  
20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives 
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

Romans 6:3-4 (NKJV)  
3  Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death?  
4  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.  
 

Resurrection                                                                                                            
Romans 6:5 (NKJV)  
5  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly 
we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

Cleansing                                                                                                                                 
The washing through the water of baptism symbolizes the believer's 
cleansing from the stain and filth of sin through God's grace.  

1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV)  
21  There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal 
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Final thoughts 

Nowhere in your Bible does it ever mention baptizing infants. Everyone we 
see baptized in the Bible had made Jesus their Lord and Savior. They had 
all been born again. 

Please notice in the following verses from Luke 23:42-43 (NKJV) , Jesus 
never told the thief to get off the cross and get baptized. 
42  Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come into Your 
kingdom."  
43  And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with 
Me in Paradise." 

Baptism does not save us, it is an act of obedience, to God’s word. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/meaning-of-gods-grace-for-christians-700723
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The Bible teaches that Baptism add you to the local church. Today we 

would say it makes you a member of the local church. 

 

Since ODBC is incorporated as a non-profit corporation in the state of NH 

in addition to Baptism you must be voted into the church. Our by-laws say 

you can not be voted in, unless you have been scripturally Baptized by 

immersion.  

If you have never been Scripturally Baptized Wednesday August 14 is your 

opportunity. 

 

 


